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The UK Parliament is in recess until October 9 2006


Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to j-scot@j-scot.org, 

and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Christine Grahame (S2W-28426): To ask the Scottish Executive what advice is offered to immigrants settling in Scotland, either as part of the Fresh Talent initiative or as a result of EU expansion, in respect of access to legal advice, health advice and support in relation to housing and other devolved services.

Reply from Tom McCabe: In addition to the support offered to migrant workers at a local authority level, the Scottish Executive offers a range of advice through our Relocation Advisory Service. Recognising that the majority of migrants from the new EU members states are Polish, we have also launched an Information Guide and website in Polish. We are currently looking at providing this information in other languages.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0928.htm 
Maureen Macmillan (S2O-10755): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it is aware of the housing needs of migrant workers in the Highlands.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-09-28d.htm 


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Holyrood Parliamentary Motions
Rosemary Byrne: Protection for Polish Workers (S2M-4878) —That the Parliament applauds the support given by T&G Scotland to migrant workers in recognising their role in Scotland and raising concern over the abuse of their rights; notes that Home Office figures show that 32,135 migrant workers are registered in Scotland, most of whom are Poles; notes with concern that migrant Polish workers are suffering abuse of tenancy rights, with immediate eviction of workers on termination of employment, extreme long hours, infringements on pay, rights to paid holidays, statutory sick pay and notice rights and rights to salary slips, and illegal deductions from wages; further notes that these migrant workers also face a number of challenges outwith the workplace, including language, opening bank accounts, religious issues and issues surrounding accommodation; recognises the positive contribution that migrant workers make to Scotland economically and culturally; further recognises that the abuse of these workers is indicative of the failed neo-liberal economic policies pursued by New Labour in London which destroy workers’ lives and communities, and therefore calls on the Scottish Executive to demand control of Scotland’s economy and employment legislation from Westminster and to put pressure on employers to recognise workers’ rights with regards to pay and conditions and on all landlords to recognise tenants’ rights, irrespective of nationality.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-06/bb-09-28f.htm 
European Parliament resolution 
EU common immigration policy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?Type=TA&Reference=P6-TA-2006-0386&language=EN 
New publication
They Think We Are Nothing: A survey of destitute asylum and refugees in Scotland
http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/pub/Destitution_Research 
News
Call for migrant worker strategy 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/5377290.stm 

Gradual approach adopted for new EU migrants   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1425162006
Labour MPs’ immigration warning   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/70874.html


	Immigration and Asylum
News  (continued)
Migrant workers exploited by private landlords milking the system - MP   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=15533340&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Housing for migrant workers   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=15532440&folderPk=85910&pNodeId=149693
Fresh row over asylum policy amid more raids   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/70945.html
Health fears for children held after asylum family raid    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1433872006
SNP target Polish residents' vote    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/5384344.stm
Asylum row as family is snatched from home   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5057605.html
Asylum protocol ignored - claim     

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/5389558.stm
McConnell pledge over dawn raid    

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/71056.html
Deportation shame goes on   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/71014.html
MSP claims dawn raid broke deal   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5057657.html
Judge hands Benai family reprieve    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/5392208.stm
Dawn-raid asylum family are handed a reprieve   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland.cfm?id=1447182006
Can schools manage migrants? 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/5388264.stm 



	Immigration and Asylum
News  (continued)
Glasgow Girls renew TV battle against dawn raids   

http://www.sundayherald.com/58238
Immigration drive hijacked   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1451782006
The case of the shamed judge overshadows a real travesty    

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,1884841,00.html
TOP



	Race Relations
News
City of London to mark Ramadan   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=1421422006
Muslim welcome for Pope's bid to counter slur   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1419952006
Queen's Islam plan   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17846169%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=queen%2ds%2dislam%2dplan%2d-name_page.html
Hindus threaten cinemas over film exposing plight of India's 'City of Widows'    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/10/01/widows01.xml
TOP



	Race Equality
New publication
Equality and Diversity Matters: Examples of good practice to promote equality and diversity in the Fire and Rescue Service

http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/452/EqualityandDiversityMattersExamplesofgoodpracticetopromoteequalityanddiversityiS_id1503452.pdf 
TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Kenneth Macintosh (S2W-28396): To ask the Scottish Executive how many racist incidents have been reported in schools since 2002 (a) in total and (b) broken down by local authority area.  

Reply from Peter Peacock: This information is not held centrally. Under the Race Relations Amendment (Act) 2000, local authorities must have a Race Equality Policy in place. Local authorities must monitor and assess the impact of their policies including the Race Equality Policy on minority ethnic groups. Recording of racist incidents is one method of monitoring the impact of the Race Equality Policy. The majority of authorities instruct their schools to collect these statistics and provide them to the authority. They can be obtained direct from local authorities.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-06/wa0925.htm
News
‘Racism is still in society, and that’s where police come from’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/70766.html
Tests for police recruits to root out racism   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/70801.html
Police may extend screening tests to bar bigots   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1420242006



	Racism
News  (continued)
Bigotry test plan for new cop recruits in Scotland   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/hi/news/5057496.html
Police officers accused of racism face hearing

http://www.guardian.co.uk/race/story/0,,1881948,00.html?gusrc=rss&feed=11 

Cardinal requests sectarian crime details   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland.cfm?id=1428782006
Six times as many Catholics attacked   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17825080%26method=full%26siteid=66633%26headline=six%2dtimes%2das%2dmany%2dcatholics%2dattacked-name_page.html
Rangers in chants plea to fans   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/70913.html
Last orders for bigots at 'world's best' Rangers pub   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/glasgow.cfm?id=1447562006
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Press Releases 
Greater protection for vulnerable groups   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2006/09/26132750
Annual Report showcases people's Parliament     

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-06/pa06-072.htm
New publication
Annual Report   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/corporate/anrep-accts/spar/ar-06/SPAnnualReport200506.pdf 
TOP



	New Publication
Scottish Voluntary Sector Analysis

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Information/ViewInformation.aspx?al=t&from=h&Info=948 

TOP



	Other News
Foreign policy deters ethnic minority voters

http://www.guardian.co.uk/guardianpolitics/story/0,,1881616,00.html 

Chalets at travellers' site to be demolished   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=15534045&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149211
Executive urged to hear charities over vetting Bill

http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/NewsAndEvents/ViewArticles.aspx?f=h&al=t&pid=5402 
Black rappers spread the literary word

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1884911,00.html 
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Adoption and Children Bill (Education)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/61-adoptChild/index.htm 
Stage 2

Adult Support and Protection Bill (Health Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/62-adultSupport/index.htm 
Stage 1 


	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
** Bankruptcy and Diligence Bill (Enterprise and Culture Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/50-bankruptcyDiligence/index.htm 
Stage 2 consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/or-06/ec06-2202.htm#Col3281 
** Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Stage 1 evidence from the Scottish Executive

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/or-06/j206-2202.htm#Col2692 

** Commissioner for Older People Bill

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 
SPICe briefing

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-06/SB06-67.pdf  

Criminal Proceedings etc (Reform) Bill (Justice 1 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/55-criminalProceedings/index.htm 
Stage2

** Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill (Justice 2 Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/index.htm 
Stage 2 amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/56-legalProfession/b56s2-stage2-ml1.pdf 

Stage 2 consideration of amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/justice2/or-06/j206-2302.htm#Col2729 
** Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
Bill   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd.pdf
Explanatory Notes   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-en.pdf
Policy Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-pm.pdf
Delegated Powers Memorandum   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-introd-dpm.pdf 




	Bills in Progress

Holyrood (continued)
**St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday Bill (Enterprise and Culture)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/41-stAndrew/index.htm 
Second Report at Stage 1

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/enterprise/reports-06/ecr06-15.htm 

Second Debate at Stage 1

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-06/sor0928-02.htm#Col28060 
Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill

Bill    http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-introd.pdf 

Explanatory notes   

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-introd-en.pdf 

** Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill (Justice 1)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/48-scottishCommissioner/index.htm 
Stage 2 amendments

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/48-scottishCommissioner/b48s2-stage2-ml2.pdf 

Bill as amended at Stage 2

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/48-scottishCommissioner/B48s2-amended.pdf 
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Assisted Dying for the Terminally Ill Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/036/2006036.pdf  

** Legislative and Regulatory Reform Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/111/2006111.pdf
Report Stage amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/146/amend/am146-b.htm 
Scottish Parliament (Candidates) Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200506/ldbills/073/2006073.pdf 

Violent Crime Reduction Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/066/2006066.htm
TOP


	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
** Sites for Gypsies and Travellers (online discussion forum – no closing date)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1503228 

and 

http://forum.communities.gov.uk/forum/sites 

Community Engagement “Planning with People” (13 October 2006)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/136055/0033719.pdf
Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Joint Equality Scheme 

(24 October 2006) 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/joint-equality/jes-draft.pdf 

** Further Education: Raising Skills, Improving Life Chances – the Implications for Race Equality (Englad) (27 October 2006)
http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/downloadableDocs/FE%20Reform%20REIA%20Consultation%20Document.doc 

Response form   http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/downloadableDocs/FE%20REIA%20Consultation%20On_Line%20Response%20Form.doc 
The Higher Education Programme - Consultation for Race Equality Impact Assessment Purposes (England and Wales) (31 October 2006)

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDocument.cfm?consultationId=1416 

** Call for evidence on the Protection for Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill 
(10 November 2006)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-06/ced06-005.htm
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator: Rolling Review

8 January 2007

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=a053326f-49a5-4858-a1f7-7dc84b38e613 
Regeneration formal investigation (31 January 2007)

http://www.cre.gov.uk/about/regeneration/callforevidence.html 

Moving on Up? Visible Minority Ethnic Women at Work (no closing date given)
http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/BME_women_%20Scottish_interim_report.pdf
Transformation of Work: Delivering the workplace of tomorrow for the workforce of tomorrow (no closing date given)

http://www.eoc.org.uk/PDF/Transformation_of_work.pdf 

and

http://www.eoc.org.uk/Default.aspx?page=18834 
TOP


	Funding Opportunities
Allen Lane Foundation

Grants of between £500 and £15000 for projects aimed at reducing isolation, stigma and discrimination that encourage or enable unpopular groups to share in the life of the whole community. The Foundation is particularly interested in funding work with asylum-seekers and refugees, gypsies and travellers, people from black and minority ethnic communities and migrant workers.

Closing date for next round of applications 15 December 2006

http://www.allenlane.org.uk/priorities.htm 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week

** This week!
Meetings with Malcolm Chisholm Meeting MSP, Minister for Communities

2 October 2006 in Glasgow (1.30 – 3.30)

6 November 2006 in Dumfries and Galloway (2.00 – 4.00)

15 January 2007 in Fife (1.00 – 3.00)

5 February 2007 in Dundee (1.30 – 3.30)
As part of the Scottish Executive commitment to the Race Equality agenda in Scotland and engagement with grassroot communities, the Minister of Communities, Malcolm Chisholm MSP, will be conducting, in partnership with the Black and Ethnic Minorities Infrastructure in Scotland (BEMIS), a series of consultations with Ethnic Minority Communities across Scotland. The aim is to consult directly with the local community groups and projects, ensuring their voices are heard, addressing issues of concern and needs. For information contact BEMIS adnan.miyasar@bemis.org.uk /  0141 548 80 47 

** This week!
Monitoring and Evaluation

3 October 2006 in Glasgow

SCVO seminar to provide a good understanding of the principles, techniques and skills required for effective monitoring and evaluation. For information contact Jane Baillie training@scvo.org.uk / 0131 474 8019
** This week!
CVS Conference

3 – 5 October 2006 in Aviemore

For information contact Jeanette Syme jeanette.syme@scvo.org.uk / 0131 474 6160 

	


	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** Islam and Interfaith Relations

All evening lectures in Glasgow
9 October 2006          Islam in a World of Diverse Faiths

16 October 2006       A Muslim View of Judaism / A Jewish View of Islam

30 October 2006       A Muslim View of Hinduism / A Hindu View of Islam

6 November 2006     A Muslim View of Buddhism / A Buddhist View of Islam

13 November 2006   A Muslim View of Christianity / A Christian View of Islam

For more information see http://www.religions.divinity.gla.ac.uk/Centre-Interfaith/geraldWeis.html or contact Perry Schmidt-Leukel  p.schmidt-leukel@arts.gla.ac.uk 
Current Issues in Asylum

10 October 2006 in Glasgow

Legal Services Agency seminar aimed at people who require a day-to-day understanding of the asylum system. For information contact: LSA 0141 353 3354 / seminars@lsa.org.uk or see www.lsa.org.uk 

Race, Religion and Culture

15 Novembr 2006 in Glasgow

Seminar looking at the impact of race, faith and culture and focusing on the needs and issues facing the various diverse religious groups across Scotland. For information contact info@meem.biz  / 0700 5 963 932 

CRE Race Convention 2006

27 and 28 November 2006 in London

This year the Commission for Racial Equality - established by the 1976 Race Relations Act to lead the fight against discrimination and to promote good race relations - celebrates its 30th anniversary. To mark the occasion, the CRE is convening an international race convention - the first of its kind in the UK. It will be a landmark event with high-profile speakers, up-to-the-minute debate, practical workshops, a host of cultural activities and fantastic networking opportunities. 

For information contact Laura Brownlee laura.brownlee@neilstewartassociates.co.uk / 

020 7324 4372 / or see  http://www.raceconvention2006.com/home.html
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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